
AIPG Arizona Section Spring 2014 Field Trip 

Metamorphic Core Complex along Catalina Highway 

Leader: Arizona Geological Survey senior geologist Jon Spencer 

 

Date:  Saturday, April 12, 2014 

Time: Meet at 10 am.  Field trip will last 4-5 hours. 

Meeting place: NE corner of Catalina Highway and Tanque Verde Road, Tucson.  Park between 

McDonald’s and Le Buzz Cafe 

What to bring: Lunch (can be purchased at Le Buzz Café or at Safeway, both in the shopping plaza 

meeting point), sunscreen, hat, hiking boots or sturdy walking shoes 

Provided by AIPG: Water and drinks 

Dr. Jon Spencer of the Arizona Geological Survey will lead us up the Catalina Highway to explore the 

core complex that sits in Tucson’s backyard.  We plan to have four stops: 

 Babad Do’ag overlook 

 Molino Canyon overlook 

 Gordon Hirabayashi campground (Prison Camp) 

 Geology overlook 

There will be two stops with walks up to 1 mile in length and 100-200 feet elevation gains.  All of the stops 

are at parking lots, so the folks who don’t care to make the walk have the opportunity to wait in the 

parking lot.  We will have a lunch break at the Gordon Hirabayashi campground, where there are 

restrooms and picnic benches. 

Field trip participants should bring their own snacks/lunch.  We will be meeting at a shopping plaza that 

includes a grocery store and a café.  We will be carpooling from the shopping plaza, since parking at the 

various stops will be limited. 

There is no charge for the field trip, but please RSVP to James Adu (AIPG secretary) at (520) 405-3656 or 

adunkansah@yahoo.co.uk by April 9, so we can have estimate for parking spaces and handouts. 

References: 

OFR-06-01-A Geologist's Guide to the Core Complex Geology Along the Catalina Highway, Tucson Area, 

Arizona, v. 1.1, by J.E. Spencer, 2006, 38 p.  This can be downloaded without charge from the AZGS 

website (http://repository.azgs.az.gov/sites/default/files/dlio/files/nid360/ofr_06-01catalinafieldguide-

colorprint.pdf).  Please download a copy should you want to have it as a reference during the field 

trip.  Jon will bring a small handout for that day. 

A natural history of the Santa Catalina Mountains, Arizona, with a introduction to the Madrean sky 

Islands, Richard c. Brusca and Wendy Moore, Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Press, 232 p. 
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